
 

 

 

St Bartholomew’s Special Educational Needs Report  

Meeting the needs of children with Special Educational Needs   

Reviewed 12/2016 

St Bartholomew’s is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of its pupils. We believe all staff 

and visitors have an important and unique role to play in the protection of children.  

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary school is a highly inclusive primary school which strives to meet the individual 

needs of all learners.  We work in partnership with children, parents and other agencies to provide the best 

possible educational outcomes for all our children, including those with a range of additional and complex 

needs. The schools effective SEN policy and procedures ensure that high expectations and aspirations, early 

support and intervention and prompt and appropriate support for all our children is in place to allow all our 

children to meet their full potential.   

‘Pupils, including those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities achieve highly. From a very low starting 

point they reach broadly average standards and some gain above average standards by the end of Year 6’ 

(OFSTED 2009) 

All SEN provision is co-ordinated by the SENCo and is overseen and managed by the Senior Leadership team 

(SLT) The SLT rigorously monitor, review and evaluate all SEN provision on a regular basis throughout the year 

in line with the School Annual Management Overview. Examples of the evaluation activities that take place 

include; monitoring the provision for SEN children in lesson observations, learning walks, drop into lesson 

sessions, book monitoring, attainment and progress meetings, planning monitoring etc (Please see Inclusion 

Policy for further activities and details) The school reports to the  Governing Body on how individual needs are 

being met, the progress of SEN children and how SEN funding (£6,000+) is being spent. Funding may for 

example be spent on additional services such as how the school employs an independent Speech and 

Language Therapist for children who need this additional support.  

How the school identifies pupils with Special Educational Needs  

There are three stages that set out our approach to the identification and assessment of children with Special 

Educational Needs. Before a child is identified as having Special Educational Needs, Stage 1 begins. At stage 1 

the strengths and areas of difficulty for a child are identified with parents in an Early Support Meeting. A focus 

on outcomes and appropriate provision and intervention  for a child will be agreed.  Provision for all children at 

Stage 1 will be identified on a Whole School Provision Map.  

If a child requires Special Educational Provision then they will begin Stage 2. A child will be placed on the 

Special Educational Needs Register and ‘additional’ provision for a child will begin. Pupils will be offered 

additional Special Educational Needs (SEN) support when it is clear that their needs require intervention which 

is “additional to” or “different from” the well-differentiated curriculum offer for all pupils in the school i.e. 

they have a special educational need as defined by the SEN Code of Practice 2014.  

 

 

 



‘A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for him or her. 
 
A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age 
Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally 
provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. 

 
For children age two or more special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional 
to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by mainstream 
schools, maintained nursery schools, or by relevant early years providers’  
 

(Code of Practise 2014) 
  

A focus on outcomes ensures that all pupils reach their potential.  
Under-achieving pupils and pupils with EAL who do not have SEN will not be placed on the list of pupils being 
offered additional SEN support (but will be identified at Stage 1 and identified on the school provision map) 
In keeping with all vulnerable learners, intervention for pupils on the SEN list will be identified and tracked 
using a whole-school provision map. 
 
 
On very rare occasions, where a pupil has a significant, severe and sustained need, it may be necessary to 
enter an assessment process with health and social care in order to consider the need for an Education Health 
and Care Plan. (Stage 3) 

 

Your child may be having difficulties in one or more of the four areas of need;  

Communication and interaction 

Cognition and Learning 

Social Mental and Emotional Health 

Sensory and/or physical 

 
For further information about Stage 1,2 and 3 and Special Educational Provision, please see ‘St Bartholomew’s 
Inclusion Policy’ 
 

The schools approach to teaching pupils with Special Educational Needs 

All our children are treated as individuals and the class teacher, alongside other support staff, plan an 

appropriately differentiated curriculum for our children with additional needs to ensure high quality teaching 

and learning with effective support and resource. Clear Graduated Support Records with Individual targets 

recorded (GSRs) and Care Plans are in place and reviewed regularly. A graduated response of: ‘Assess, plan, do, 

review’ forms a cycle through which decisions and actions are revisited, refined and revised ensuring a 

thorough understanding of the pupil’s needs and of what supports the pupil in making progress and securing 

positive outcomes. A range of carefully tailored interventions are developed, reviewed and evaluated to 

ensure maximum progress and impact for our learners. Intervention for all pupils is recorded on a Whole 

School Provision Map. Regular key assessments take place to ensure that children are on track to meet targets 

and planning accurately addresses need. The learning environment may be adapted Progress, targets and 



plans are regularly reviewed with the children and evaluated to inform next steps. The children are consulted 

to develop their individual plans and to contribute to them.  

Parents are vital partners in the child’s journey through school and are invited to attend review meetings of 

their child’s progress through regular parent’s evenings and additional review meetings. The school also has an 

open door policy. Where the child has more complex needs parents are also invited to annual reviews which 

may involve other professionals. Parents are invited to request a meeting at with the SENCO should any 

concerns arise. Parents are encouraged to engage in supporting learning in different ways such as supporting 

their child with their targets, differentiated homework, joining in with family learning classes, using resources 

provided by school to help their child etc.  

An appropriate and accessible learning environment is provided within the schools means and confines of the 

building and is adapted where possible with specialist resources or through classroom organisation. The school 

has three disabled toilets and a community room, family room and speech and language therapy room. 

Accessibility is always of prime importance when considering any building alterations. 

Staff that support children with SEN in school are well trained and have worked alongside other professionals, 

to develop their skills, knowledge and expertise in specific areas of SEN e.g. autism. Staff are able to offer a 

wide range of support and strategies for inclusion. Staff with a high level of expertise are employed by the 

school to support SEN pupils eg Speech and Language Therapist and Assistant.  Regular training opportunities 

are available for staff. This ensures that the children in our care reach their potential.  

The school works alongside and seeks support from other agencies where required to maximise learning 

opportunities and potential and to ensure that all children are able to engage in lessons and activities together 

with pupils who do not have Special Educational Needs e.g. Occupational Health, CAMHS, Paediatricians, 

Educational Psychology, Early Years Teams, Local Authority Services etc. Cluster services such as Attendance 

Support, Family Outreach Workers and Counselling and Therapeutic Services can all be accessed via our Parent 

Support Workers.   

The following School Policies reflect the school’s commitment to inclusion, safety and well-being of children: 

Inclusion Policy  

Behaviour Policy 

Teaching and Learning Policy 

Safeguarding/Child Protection Policy 

Main contacts and details – Headteacher - Mrs P Gavin OBE   

SENCO – Mrs K Brown  

SEN Governor – Mrs E Handley  

Inclusion Team   

0113 2639292 



Frequently asked questions from parents/carers 

 

What do I do if I think my child may have special 

educational needs? 

 

Speak to your child’s class teacher or make an 

appointment with the school Special Educational 

Needs Coordinator Mrs K Brown (0113 2639292) 

 

How will school support my child? 

 

Your child’s class teacher will plan and deliver 

learning activities that meet the needs of your child.  

The class teacher may discuss any difficulties with the 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) 

Your child may take part in additional small group 

activities or may receive some individual support.  

Your child’s teacher can provide information in detail 

about the specific provision and arrangements that 

have been put in place for your child. 

The support we offer for our SEN children was judged 

as Outstanding by OFSTED at our last Inspection 

‘A strong feature of the teaching is the most efficient 

use of highly skilled and capable teaching assistants 

to teach specific groups of pupils to push their 

learning on at a faster pace’ (OFSTED 2009) 

 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s 

needs? 

 

At St Bartholomew’s the curriculum is differentiated 

to enable access and to meet the needs of all our 

children.  

If your child has complex, specific or general learning 

needs they may have a Graduated Support Record 

with targets agreed with your child and with you as 

parents. This record will detail targets any special 

arrangements.  

Your child may work in a smaller group or work 1 to 1 

with an adult.  

Additional specialised resources may be provided. Eg 

writing slope, ICT resources, visual timetables etc.   

Members of staff check pupils' progress most 
carefully in order to plan future learning to meet all 
pupils' needs precisely (OFSTED 2009) 

How will I know how well my child is doing and how The school carefully tracks the attainment of children 

with Special Educational Needs. This information 



will you help me support my child’s learning? 

 

about the progress that your child makes is shared in 

regular meetings. The cycle of ‘Assess, Plan, Do 

Review’ identifies the next steps that your child will 

need to make. Ideas to support learning will be 

discussed and shared.  

In addition to our Parent Consultation Evenings and 

reporting arrangements at which the SENCO is always 

available for further discussion and support, there will 

also be opportunities to discuss your child’s Special 

Educational Needs and share Graduated Support 

Records  at other SEN review meetings.  

If your child has Speech and Language Therapy you 

will receive an update after each Speech Therapy 

session. The School Speech and Language Therapist 

has regular meetings with parents to offer support, 

ideas and strategies to develop Communication, 

Speech and Language. 

The SENCO or your child’s class teacher are available 

to discuss your child’s progress and next steps.  

We encourage Parents/Carers to be involved in 

making decisions and supporting their child’s 

education in consultation with the class teacher and 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. This may 

involve special homework tasks, working towards 

targets, sharing visual resources consistently between 

home and school or reinforcement of classroom 

strategies in the home. The school values the 

contribution and involvement of parents and carers 

and strives to form excellent relationships between 

home and school. 

The school also offers parent training / learning 

events and courses. The courses are arranged and 

provided after seeking parent views and considering 

requirements.  

The school provides information about support 

agencies that offer support to parents of children 

with Special Educational Needs. The school can 

contact the Leeds SEND Information Support Advice 

Service to arrange meetings on the behalf of parents 

or can provide contact details of parent partnership 

agencies. The Leeds SEND Information Support Advice 

Service can provide independent support and 

guidance to families 



Leeds SEND Information Support Advice   

Telephone Number – 0113 3951222 

Website: http://www.leedssendiass.co.uk/contact/ 

 

What support will there be for my child’s overall 

well-being? 

 

St Bartholomew’s prides itself on having a caring and 

supportive ethos. The school meets the emotional 

and social needs of individual children and ensures 

that our children have the highest level of pastoral 

care possible.  

In a recent inspection the school was graded as 
outstanding for well-being (SIAMS 2014)  
  
‘’The school cares for all its pupils exceptionally well’’ 
(OFSTED 2009) 

The school has a non-exclusion policy 

We have excellent partnerships with many agencies 

e.g. Barnardo’s We have an outstanding parent 

support worker who works alongside families that 

would like additional support. Our staff are also 

trained in the CAF process. 

The school considers training in Child Protection 

Procedures of paramount importance. Staff are all 

trained in Child Protection procedures. The school has 

three members of staff that are specially designated 

to safeguard all children.   

 

What specialist services and expertise are available 

or accessed by the school? 

What training are the staff supporting children with 

SEN having/had? 

 

We have excellent partnerships with a range of 

professionals who provide us with specialist advice.  

These include but are not confined to Educational 

Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists, 

STARS (Autism) Team, Paediatricians, School Nurse 

etc. 

The school has employed a private Speech and 

Language Therapist. 

Leeds also has a Local Offer. All councils must publish 
a Local Offer that: 

 ensures families can access clear 
information about all services for those 
aged 0-25 with SEN and disabilities. 

 explains what families are entitled to and 

http://www.leedssendiass.co.uk/contact/


can expect from services.  
 gathers feedback from people who use 

services.  
 uses feedback to support service 

development. 

The website address for Leeds Local Offer is: 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-
Local-Offer.aspx  

 

How will my child be included in activities outside 

the classroom? 

 

Wherever possible the school ensures that out of 

school activities and visits are accessible to children 

with additional needs.  

How accessible is the school?  

 

The school is fully accessible on one level and has 

appropriate access, ramps and disabled toilets. The 

school works effectively with relevant professionals 

to enable children with specific needs to attend the 

school  e.g. Occupational Therapists 

How will the school help my child on transfer to the 

next phase of education? 

 

Individual transition programmes are designed for 

children with additional needs as required. These are 

overseen by the SENCO and Phase Leaders.  

How are school resources allocated and matched to 

the children’s SEN needs? 

 

The school is funded on a national formula per pupil. 

Blocks of £6,000 are allocated depending on the 

number of children who meet the criteria and who 

are on the school’s inclusion register. The school can 

apply for a ‘top-up’, based on strict criteria, if it is felt 

that a child’s needs are above that which can be 

provided through the £6,000 block. The school uses 

the additional funds to put appropriate support in 

place to meet the specific needs of a child. In most 

cases this will take the form of additional adult 

support for learning, development of independence, 

support for personal care etc.   

How is the decision made about what type and how 

much support my child will receive? 

 

Class teachers and phase leaders work in conjunction 

with parents and the School SENCo to develop a 

programme of support for your child. Following the 

cycle of ‘Assess, Plan, Do and Review’ the programme 

will be modified and tailored to meet the needs of 

your child.  

If your child has more complex needs, the SENCO will 

take advice from all professionals involved with the 

child alongside the views of parents and the child 

themselves if appropriate. The possible package of 

support will be presented to the Head teacher and 

the Senior Leadership Team who will work together 

with the SENCO to make a decision about how a 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx


package of support will be provided.  

 

How are parents involved in the school and how can 

I be involved? 

 

The school has an open door policy and we welcome 

parental involvement. The Governing Body have 

parent governors who act as a link between the 

school and all parents. Parents are informed regularly 

about teaching and other events through regular 

newsletters, open evenings and open days. The 

school holds information sessions to show parents 

our methods of teaching e.g. phonics. Parents are 

invited into the school to take part in a wide variety of 

workshops, training, for events such as celebration 

assemblies and services, community evenings and 

also to various performances and concerts 

throughout the year. The views of parents are actively 

sought through questionnaires, parent suggestion 

boxes, feedback forms, discussions etc. The school 

council often reports to parents about relevant issues 

and events.  

 

Who can I contact for further information? 

a) I am considering applying for a place? 

 

Who would be the first point of contact if 

a. Contact the school office (01132639292) and 

arrange an appointment to see the 

Headteacher and the SENCO 

 

b) I wish to discuss something about my child? 

 

 

b. Please contact the school office to make an 

appointment  

 

 

c) I want information about other support services? 

 

 

c. Please contact the school SENCO or the 

Family Support Worker  

d) I want information about the local authority’s Local 

Offer? 

 

d) Please contact the SENCO for further information 

about Leeds Local Offer or visit the Leeds City Council 

Website.  

 

 

Please see the School Inclusion Policy for further details.  


